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Figure 3: Stakeholders Involved in SSA
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Source: GAO analysis of DOD documentation.

No Governmentwide
Authority for SSA, but
Actions Are Being Taken
to Improve Management
and Oversight

At the governmentwide level, while current National Space Policy assigns
SSA responsibility to the Secretary of Defense to develop capabilities,
plans, and options, the Secretary does not necessarily have the
corresponding authority to execute this responsibility. That is, the
Secretary cannot direct resources to the highest priority sensors or
systems if they belong to an agency outside DOD, adjudicate among
competing requirements, or ensure that agencies are setting aside funding
needed for SSA over the long term. This is made even more difficult
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